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Phillip Keller’s book –

“A Shepherd Looks at 

the 

23rd Psalm”



David wrote from the 

perspective of one of 

the sheep in God’s flock.



“…more than any other 

class of livestock, sheep 

require endless attention 

and meticulous care.”



“He is our God and we 

are the people of His 

pasture, the flock under 

His care.”
Psalm 95:7



You are called to lead 

the flock as PART OF the 

flock.



In Psalm 23, David 

confessed that he still 

needed to be guided, 

directed, cared for and 

kept out of trouble.



The Shepherd as a Sheep

Dangerous Calling 

by Paul David Tripp

I Peter 5:1-11



I Corinthians 11:1

“Follow my example, as I 

follow the example of 

Christ.”



Jesus said 

“Don’t follow their 

example.  For they don’t 

practice what they 

teach.”



“Humble yourselves 

under the mighty power 

of God, and at the right 

time He will lift you up in 

honor.”   - I Peter 5:6



The disconnect that can 

occur between my 

public pastoral persona 

and my private life. 



What keeps us from 

remaining humble and 

broken?



Letting ministry 

define my identity. 



I am a man 

“in the middle of my 

own sanctification”.



When I allow Biblical 

literacy and theological 

knowledge to define my 

maturity.  



“Biblical maturity is never 

just about what you know; 

it’s always about how 

grace has employed what 

you have come to know to 

transform the way you 

live.”



Confusing ministry 

success with God’s 

endorsement of me.



“The success of a ministry 

is always more a picture 

of who God is than a 

statement about who 

the people are that He is 

using for His purpose.”



“Above all else, guard 

your heart, for it is the 

wellspring of life.”
- Proverbs 4:29



1. What do I really love & despise?

2. What are the anxieties that could 

derail or paralyze me?

3. Am I open to confrontation, 

critique and encouragement?

4. Am I committed to my own 

sanctification?   Honest about 

my temptations and failures? 



“The ultimate purpose of 

the Word of God is not 

theological information 

but heart and life 

transformation.”



“Who is weak, and I do 

not feel weak?  Who is 

led into sin, and I do not 

inwardly burn?”

II Corinthians 11:29



“Don’t worry about 

anything,   pray about 

everything.”  

Philippians 4:6



“And the peace of God, 

which transcends all 

understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds 

in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:7



The first step to being a 

shepherd is to be a 

sheep.




