
Theology 101
Session 3: The Church, the Resurrection and 
the Return of Christ

1



We Believe God’s Plan for 
the Church

“I will build my church, and the gates of hell  
shall not prevail against it.”  

-Jesus-
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The Church is all those, through all 
time who have placed their trust in 
God’s promise.  

-Greek word     ecclesia.

-Hebrew word is      qahal.

Both are translated  “assembly.” 

We Believe God’s Plan for 
the Church
The Church’s  Identity
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“And He put all things in subjection 

under His feet, and gave Him as head 

over all things to the church, 

Christ the Head

which is His body, the fullness of 
Him who fills all in all.” 

(Ephesians 1:22-23 NASB)

We Believe God’s Plan for 
the Church
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“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you, unless you abide in me. 
I am the vine; you are the branches. 

Christ the Source

Whoever abides in me and I in 
him, he it is that bears much 
fruit, for apart from me you can 
do nothing.”  (John 15:4-5 ESV)

We Believe God’s Plan for 
the Church
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“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

The Task of the Church

teaching them to observe all that 
I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age.”

(Matthew 28:18-20 ESV) 

We Believe God’s Plan for 
the Church
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“You then, my child, be strengthened by the 
grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what you have 
heard from me in the presence of 
many witnesses entrust to faithful 
men who will be able

Christ the Head

be able to teach 
others also.”

(2 Tim 2:1-2  ESV)

We Believe God’s Plan for 
the Church
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“For as in one body we have many members, 
and the members do not all have 
the same function, so we, though 
many, are one body in Christ,

The Expression of the Church

and individually members 
one of another.”

(Romans  12:4-5 ESV)

The Activity of the Local Church

We Believe God’s Plan for 
the Church
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he had given  thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, 
saying, 'This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.' And likewise the cup after they had 
eaten, saying, ‘ This cup  that is poured out for you is the 

new  covenant in my blood. (Luke 22:19-20) 

Ordinances:

-Communion

-Baptism

nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew. 28:19) 

“therefore go and make disciples of all

“he took bread, and when

We Believe God’s Plan for 
the Church
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Jesus said, "I am the resurrection and the life; he 
who believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 
and whoever lives and believes in me shall never 
die.” 

There is life beyond physical death 
available for everyone. 
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We Believe in the Resurrection



“For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last 
he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has 
been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God, 

whom  I shall see for myself, and 
my eyes shall behold, and 

not another.” 
(Job 19:25-27 ESV) 

The Old Testament teaches Bodily Resurrection
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We Believe in the Resurrection



"Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open 
your graves and raise you 

from your graves"

(Ezekiel 37:12a  ESV)

"He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord 
God will wipe away tears from all faces,"

(Isaiah 25:8 ESV)
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We Believe in the Resurrection

The Old Testament teaches Bodily Resurrection



Bodily Resurrection taught throughout the Bible

The Dead were Revived

Elisha raising the Shunammite's son, (2 Kings 4:18-36)

Jesus raising Jarius’ daughter (Matthew 9:18-26)

Jesus raising the widow’s son (Luke 7:11-15)

We Believe in the Resurrection
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Jesus taught Bodily Resurrection

…for an hour is coming when all who are in 
the tombs will hear his voice and come out, 

those who have done good to the 
resurrection of life, and those who have 

done evil to the 
resurrection of 

judgment

(John  5:25-29 ESV)
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We Believe in the Resurrection



Jesus raised Lazarus

And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you 
that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, 
but I said this on account of the people standing around, 
that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had 
said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, 

“Lazarus, come out.” 44The man  
who had died came out, his 
hands And feet bound with 

linen strips, and his face 
wrapped with a cloth.”  

(John 11:41b-44a ESV)
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We Believe in the Resurrection



Jesus was raised

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with 
the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on 
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that 
he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he 

appeared to more than five 
hundred brothers at one 
time, most of whom are still 
alive, though some have 
fallen asleep.

(1 Corinthians 15:3-6 ESV) 16

We Believe in the Resurrection



Jesus was raised

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits ... For as by a man came death, by a man has 
come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam 
all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 

(1 Corinthians 15:20-22 ESV)
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We Believe in the Resurrection



Dead will be raised

the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall 
be changed. 53For this perishable body must put on 
the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on 

immortality… thanks be to God, 
who gives us the victory 

through our Lord
Jesus Christ. 

(1 Corinthians 15:52-53, 57 ESV)
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We Believe in the Resurrection



We Believe Jesus 
Will Return

"Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of 
Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, 
and they will see the Son of Man coming on the 
clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he 
will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and 
they will gather his elect from the four winds, from 
one end of heaven to  the other.”               -Jesus-

Matthew 24:30-31 ESV
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We Believe Jesus 
Will Return

“And then they will see the Son of Man coming 
in a cloud with power and great glory.” (Luke 21:27) 

Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every 
eye will see him, even those who pierced him, 
and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of 
him.”                                                        (Revelation 1:7 ESV) 

His Return will be Visible
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We Believe Jesus 
Will Return

“And he will send out his angels with a loud 
trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from 
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other.”         (Matthew 24:31 ESV) 

“as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 
robes, and said, “This Jesus, who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:10-11 ESV) 

Christ’s Return will both Audible & Physical
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We Believe Jesus 
Will Return

Christ’s Return is Imminent 

“Yet a little while, and the coming one will 
come and will not delay;” (Hebrews 10:37 ESV)

“But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that 
day to surprise you like a thief. For you are all 
children of light, children of the day. We are not 
of the night or of the darkness.”    

(I Thessalonians 5:4-6). 
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We Believe Jesus 
Will Return

In the Meantime

“And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed 
throughout the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come.”                                              
(Matthew 24:14 ESV).   
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