
Session 3: A Method of Bible Study



Step #1:

Observation

 We want to take notice, to scrutinize and examine what is said in 

the Scripture, to perceive what the Bible is saying and how it says it. 

 Notice the CONTEXT. Context Is Everything! (CIE)

 Observation is the step of noticing what the Bible is actually saying.



Observation Tools

 Observe what Genre the book is, and notice the historical context.

 Observe the STRUCTURE of a book.

 Read through the book several times.

 Outline the book.

 Learn to Identify Literary Features of the Text

 Study what the Words themselves Mean



Step #2:

Interpretation

 Learn to ask good Interpretive Questions of the text:

 What Does this Mean?

 Why is this said, and why is it said HERE?

 Why does it NOT say…

 What does this imply?



Step #3:

Evaluation

 To evaluate is to appraise excellence, relevance, and usefulness.

 The Bible is always of value; but what SORT of value does this exact 

passage have for us?

 We analyze a passage to determine which of its truths are timeless.



Step #4:

Application

 How do we use the timeless truths of Scripture we have discovered 

in our modern, contemporary context?

 We look for the timeless principle and find out how it impacts the 

contemporary situation. This is application.

 We take the Bible and apply it to our lives to have a closer 

relationship with God in understanding, attitude, and action.



Last Thoughts

 Remember the necessity of Prayer

 READ THE BIBLE!!

 Be sure to Apply the Bible to your life:

 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain 
came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against 
that house; yet it did not fall because it had its foundation on the rock. 
But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them 
into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain 
came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against 
that house, and it fell with a great crash.” (Matthew 7:24-27)


